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From these elements there is honour;

From these elements the worlds are there;

Vijaya Vitthalaraya, the most opulent,
From these elements cuts our bonds.

The binding elements are made to disappear by
the grace of Him from whom we got into bondage.
Hence is He praised, "Bandhako bhava pasasca bhava
pasena mocakah'5. But, if we misuse these gross ele-
ments it will be like the fox biting hard sugarcane and
suffering pain.

Sri Vijaya Dasarya takes his own example and ad-
vises others.

Having seen both the good and the bad sides,
Such that the elements do not land me into sin,
I seel' the means to cut across the darkness
By always singing the glory of Sri Hart^s lotus feet.

The true means to free oneself from tJhe sorrows of
this world is to cling to the lotus feet of Sri Hari.

The saintly Haridasa says further-

I have not stolen anyone's property,

I did not poke my nose into others matters,

In pursuance of vanity, imitating the better placed,

I did not go on beating my drum;

Which fooiish man, sitting near a sugarcane grinder,
Goes in for a drink of dirty drain water!

The saint has told us what not to do and what to
do. Pursuit of pleasures is compared to a drink of dirty

drain water. Remembering Sri Hari and enjoying easily
available pleasures is compared to sugarcane juice.

Still further he says about human folly-

Jealous of others9 prosperity, and
Like fasting on a feasting day;

For eyebrows sake, losing the eye, and
Like living in the world disgraced;

Giving two measures of gems and exchanging
With ashes to manure the thorny tree.